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SUBJECT : Beimbursement for Luncheon Cost of Chief, Suggestion
REFERENCE : mmnmmﬁwm,wm

From Chief, Suggestion Awards Staff and Firet

1. Referenced memorentum and first endorsement are forwarded herewith
and it is requested that your Office provide us with a legal opinion as to
vhether this type of claim can be legally paid.

25X1A9A,, 14 appeers to this Office that the luncheon cost of $2.25 might be
reizbursed to Mlss[ | since she wes directed ty the Chief, Munagement
Staff to attend the luncheon and since the lunchecn meeting wes concerned
wvith the functions snd activities vhich Miss [ | is concerned with in
the Agency. We bass this possidbility upon the following quoted provision of
the Covermment Hmployees Training Act, Public Lew 85-507, Section 19:

25X1A9A "(b) Hereafter any appropriation aveilahle to any department
for expenses of travel shall be available for expenses of sttendance
at meotings which are concerned with the funstions or activities for
which the sppropriation is mads or vhich will contribute to improved
conduct, supervision, or management of those functions or activities.”

3. Ve believe, however, that there are other Govermment regulstions,
Comptroller General Decisions, and public laws which should be teken into
mmmummmmmmmamcm
85-507 cited in the sbove paragraph. Those regulstions, decisions, and
public laws which we believe may have a bearing on the subject are included
as follows. There also may be additional issuances which your Office may
be sware of which would also have a beearing on the subject.
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sistence not an employee either at his permanent
duty station or at his place of abode from which he coammites dally
to his official station.”

b. Standardized Covermment Travel ions -~ 6.1 - Fer Diem
Allowance. "Exeperﬁiainlimo? stence expenses inciudes
for meals, ..."
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e. ller Gemeral Unpublished Decision - B-140912 -
ﬂovmhergi 1959, Compensation - Additional - Lxpenses as being
Included. " Staff member of Subversive Activities Control Poard who
claims reimbursement for luncheon expense incurred at interdepartmental
conference held in Wash., D.C., his hesdquarters, is not entitled to
reimbursement on bagis that Govt. Hmployees' Training Act making
appropriations "available for expeunses of attendance at meetings"

(5 U.8.C. 2318(b)) constituted authority for psyment, since sec. 1765,
R.8., provides that no officer whose salary, pey, or emoluments are
fixed by law or regulations “shall receive amy additional pay, extra
allovance, or compensation, in any form vhatever % # % unless seme is
authorized by lew,” and provision is not viewed ss mt.horizing agencies
to incur expense othervise precluded by R.S., sec. 1765." A copy of
this entire decision B-140912 ig atteched for your ready review.

4. c.G. e Bel 3@% czviuan Personnel - Mect
kkteudmee &t A ree

for the &m of & Government ofﬁcer an lunm
meeting of an assoclation at the officer's headquarters may be paid
from the travel expense appropriation made specifically available for
expenses of attendsnce ab meetings determined to be concermed with the
function or activity for vhich the appropriation is mede, notwith-
standing that the officer wvas not in & travel status....

“"As a genersl rule, the expense of subsistence at headquarters
is persomal to the employee snd meals ordinarily may not be furnished
him at Covernment expense within the limits of his headquerters.
However, we have hald that the payment of & regisiration fee incident
to attendance at a conference held at an employee's headquarters wes
proper, even though meals were furnished to persons attending such
eou:orgaceﬁmadﬁitian&lch&rse See decision of August 25, 1947,
&%gi LI 3 J

"The Associate Director says that payment of the $5 wes required
in oxder {o attend the annual meeting and you point out that it ie
aifficult, 1f mot impossible, to determine the value of the neal
itself.

"In view of such facts snd of our holding ian the decision of
August 25, 1947, we are of the view that the entire §5 charge is for
allovance.

"The voucher returned herewith may be certified for payment, if
othervise proper."

k, In addition to the question of legality, this Office believes that

there is & question of policy imvolved in determining whether this peyment

should be made. There are many persons in the Agency and many more through-
out the entire Govermment who attend luncheon and dinner meetings of various
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sssocistions vhich deal in subjects vhich pertain to thet
in the Government and it is common knowledge Shat generully the cost of such
luncheon or d&inner is paid by the individuals attending from their personal
funds. A reviev of Fiscal Divigion records reveals that this type of claim
is not being submitted by others in the Agency end if this one is paid it

will establish & precedent which mxy be difficult to

i
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5. Bafoxe & policy detexminstion cen be considered, it is necessary
that it bhe determined wvhether the payment can be made legally. Obviously,

tmmmwmmmusz
s. Section mwmmmmm
as the 1?-.5 regulstions of the
mmw«msm ormtomunthc

Tegulations lssued by
dmmsta)(e)ummmwwm
wise availahle to such department, (1) to pay all or any part of the
salary, pay, or compensstion (excluding overtime, holidsy, and night
Mw)umwumwmum
and sssigned for treining by, in, or through Government facilitiee or
non-Goverrment facilities uwnder suthority of this Act, for each period
of such training of such employee, snd (2) to pay, or reimburse such
employee for all or any part of the necessary expenses of such treining,
without regard to section 3948 of the Revised Statutes (31 U.8.C. 529),
including smong such expenses the necessary costs of (A) travel and per
Gl in lieu of subsistence in accordsnce with the Trevel Expense Act
of 1549, s smendad, and the Standaxdized Uovernment Travel Regulations,
ees (B Wmamm,wmmm
.rroetn packing, creting, temporary storege, draysge, and wnpacking .
zc;mmmmmm, (b)ummmmoqm

purchase or rental of books, materials, snd supmplies, mﬂ.(!‘)other
services or facilities directly related to the training of such employee.
Such expenses of treining shall not be dsemed to include membership fees

except to the extent that such fees are & necessary cost directly related

+u the treining itself or that payment thereof is a condition precedent
to undergoing such training.”

6. It will be sppreciated if your Office will render sn opinion as soon
as practicalile.
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